THE BOOK OF THE YEAR — Sweden Winter - The last trip of Descartes by Matias Wiszniewer

It was the early seventeenth century. The Queen of Sweden asked Descartes for advices for
her soul and body. After a meaningful written dialogue between them, she understood she
wanted to know more about "the passions of the soul and the supreme good” from Descartes.
Consequently, she invited him to her magnificence palace in Stockholm.

The book is an action-packed historic novel about the work, life and feelings of this strong-
willed man, regarding the historic context and relevant facts at that time and the trip he made
to visit the Queen.

To write the story, Wiszniewer worked for a decade with an outstanding team of specialists
and made many trips to the places where Descartes had been living, to have a deep
understanding of the Descartes life.

The writer tell us the everyday life little details in that epoque, put us in the place like if we
were there, smelling their odors, hearing their noises, tasting their meals, drinking a shot of
beer or café with Descartes in a tavern, in a way you feel you are making the journey with him.

You will read about his real love, the assassination of Charles I, his complicated relationship
with the Queen, the experiences he had with other thinkers and at the same time you will
learn about the ideas that founded the modern world.

| have passed some years not finding such a delightful and enriching novel, so if you like
historic novels, | strongly recommend you to read it.



